
People Powered Money:
Building a community currency for Glasgow

30 November 2016, Glasgow City Chambers

All over the world, community groups are 
‘taking back the economy’ and re-designing money to 
better serve their needs. 

Today’s event will show the many different forms 
community currencies can take, as well as the things they 
share in common - helping people to:

- re-claim knowledge and power over our economies from 
the big private banks, and,
- re-design our systems of exchange to create more equal, 
sustainable and connected societies.

We want you to be inspired by the success of local 
economy initiatives in Scotland and beyond and then to 
contribute your ideas about how we can work together to 
re-think Glasgow’s money system.

People Powered Money is organised by the  
Glasgow Pound Working Group in partnership with 
Castlemilk Timebank & The People’s Bank of Govanhill. 

Glasgow Pound Working Group is a collective of 
interested citizens exploring possibilities for a citywide 
community currency to serve the people of Glasgow and 
build a stronger local economy. Working in partnership we 
aim to link up the ‘micro’ and the ‘macro’ to discover what 
Glasgow can learn from the community-led economy.

Glasgow City Council have kindly supported hosting the 
event. Design by Caitlin O'Connell.

Timetable

13:00 - 13:25: Arrival & People Powered Bingo

13:25 - 13:35: Welcome from Ellie Harrison & Zara Kitson,
Glasgow Pound Working Group

13:35 - 13:45: Introduction from Duncan McCann, NEF

New Economics Foundation (NEF) is a people powered 
think tank based in London. Duncan McCann is author 
of ScotPound - a plan for a new socially inclusive digital 
currency for Scotland. neweconomics.org @nef

13:45 - 14:10: Local Projects
Gloria Murray, Castlemilk Timebank 
Sarah Frood, Go Get Gorbals 
Ailie Rutherford, The People’s Bank of Govanhill 

14:10 - 14:15: Response from Cllr George Redmond, 
Glasgow City Council

14:15 - 14:45: National Projects
Peter Ferry, Wallet.Services 
Mary Fox, Clacks Youth Timebank 
Alex Walker, The Eko Currency Scheme 
Graham Woodruff, Bristol Pound

14:45 - 15:00: Tea & Coffee Break 

15:00 - 15:55: Theory of Change Workshop led by 
Charlotte Millar & Katie Gallogly-Swan

Theory of Change (ToC) is a process that helps groups 
think together about the outcomes they want to create and 
in doing so, align their thinking about what 'success' would 
look like for a community currency initiative in Glasgow.

15:55 - 16:05: Break

16:05 - 16:55: Theory of Change Workshop continued

16:55 - 17:00: Summing up & Call to action
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Local Projects  

Castlemilk Timebank 
castlemilktimebank.org
Castlemilk suffers from social and economic exclusion. 
A lack of close ties or support within the community, 
leaves many residents feeling isolated. We aim to rebuild 
a sense of community spirit in Castlemilk by promoting 
community involvement. We do this by helping people to 
exchange skills, services and support. One hour of your 
time will give you an hour of someone else’s. Our project 
turns spare time into shared time.

Go Get Gorbals 
icecreamarchitecture.com @icecreamarch
Go Get Gorbals is the development of a digital and face-to-
face solution to promote the free exchange of resources, 
skills, spaces and time within Gorbals. We are aimed at 
all organisations, individuals, young people and private 
businesses to post things that they have that they can 
share, but also post things that they need. We are focused 
on a community driven development process. 

The People’s Bank of Govanhill
thepeoplesbankofgovanhill.wordpress.com @govanhillbank
The People’s Bank of Govanhill is a local currency project 
in Govanhill. A ground-up approach to creating something 
relevant and useful for a diverse community, we encourage 
everyone to get involved in re-thinking their local economy.
The project takes Govanhill’s existing alternative economy 
as a starting point, considering the diversity and richness of 
the local community as a form of wealth.

National Projects 

Wallet.Services 
wallet.services @wallet_services
Wallet.Services simplifies the BlockChain technology 
which powers the cyber-currency BitCoin, for use by 
business, citizens and government. BlockChain is enabling 
innovations in decentralised monetary, business and 
governance systems. We offer a software developer 
platform for BlockChain and are investigating how the 
construction of a toolkit for complementary currencies 
could fit into existing monetary systems. 

Clacks Youth Timebank 
clacksweb.org.uk/community/cytimebank/
Clacks Youth Timebank supports young people (aged 12-
25 years) in creating and managing their own volunteer 
projects, encouraging them to take part in the wider life of 
the community. Since we launched in 2007, 
595 young people have been registered and 
22,572 hours of volunteering has been delivered. 

The Eko Currency Scheme
ecovillagefindhorn.com @ecofindhorn
The Findhorn Ecovillage has run its own currency since 
2003. We now have circa £20,000 of Eko notes in 
circulation and are on our fourth issue. Ekos are valued at 
par with sterling (i.e. 1 eko = £1) and notes are in one, five, 
ten and twenty denominations. Ekopia makes one-off loans 
to various local organisations with the sterling raised. 
The Ekos are thus backed by a sterling reserve.

Bristol Pound 
bristolpound.org @bristolpound
The Bristol Pound is the UK’s first citywide local currency. 
We are the first to have electronic accounts managed by a 
regulated financial institution, and the first that can be used 
to pay business rates, council tax, energy bills and train 
tickets. Since our launch in 2012, nearly 2 million Bristol 
Pounds have been put into circulation.

          Notes 

Stay in touch and look out for our next get 
together in the New Year!
glasgowpound.org @glasgowpound
info@glasgowpound.org fb.me/glasgowpound
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